CHAPTER    IV
THE   FIRE   COURT
'The rebuilding of the Citty will not bee soe difficult as the satisfy-
ing all interests, there being so many proprietors.' Sir Nathaniel
Hobart, Master in Chancery.
'WHEREAS the greatest part of the Houses in the Citty of Lon-
don and some in the Suburbs thereof have beene burnt by the
dreadfull and dismall Fire which happened in September last
Many of the Tennants Under tennants or late Occupiers
whereof are lyeable unto Suites and Actions to compell them
to repaire and rebuild the same and to pay their Rents as if
the same had not beene burned and are not releiveable therein
in any ordinary course of Law and great Differences are like
to arise concerning the said Repaires and new Building of the
said Houses and payment of Rents which if they should not be
determined with all speede and without change would much
obstruct the rebuilding of the said Citty. And for that it is just
that every one concerned should beare a proportionable share
of the losse according to their severall Interests wherein in re-
spect of the multitude of cases varying in their circumstances
noe certaine generall rule can be prescribed Bee it therefore
enacted ...' So ran the preamble to the Act Tor Erecting a
Judicature for Determination of Differences touching Houses
Burned or Demolished by reason of the late Fire which hap-
pened in London'.1 The reason and the purposes for which the
Court was created could hardly be expressed more clearly.
Thanks to the Judges who conducted it, it became the most
valuable of the means given to the City by Parliament to help
on the rebuilding. Thrice prolonged, with an enlargement of
1 i3 & 19 Charles II, c. 7.
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